
     Unconverted men walk over the pit of hell on a rotten covering, and there are innumerable 

places in this covering so weak that they will not bear their weight, and these places are not 

seen. The arrows of death fly unseen at noon-day; the sharpest sight cannot discern them. God 

has so many different unsearchable ways of taking wicked men out of the world and sending 

them to hell, that there is nothing to make it appear, that God had need to be at the expense of 

a miracle, or go out of the ordinary course of his providence, to destroy any wicked man, at 

any moment. All the means that there are of sinners going out of the world, are so in God's 

hands, and so universally and absolutely subject to his power and determination, that it does 

not depend at all the less on the mere will of God, whether sinners shall at any moment go to 

hell, than if means were never made use of, or at all concerned in the case.

     Tell of a time in history where God allowed a wicked person to be “taken out” 
to hell.  Do you think the person expected their life to end this way?  Why or why 
not?
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9. Natural men's prudence and care to preserve their own lives, or the care of others 

to preserve them, do not secure them a moment. To this, divine providence and universal 

experience do also bear testimony. There is this clear evidence that men's own wisdom is no 

security to them from death; that if it were otherwise we should see some difference between 

the wise and political men of the world, and others, with regard to their liableness to early and 

unexpected death: but how is it in fact? Eccles. 2:16. "How dieth the wise man? even as the 

fool."

     Choose a wicked person from history to write about.  How did this person try to 
preserve their life?  In the end, were they able to, or did God allow them to be 
“taken out?”  Was their wicked worldly wisdom any help to them?  (Some 
examples of people might be:  Adolph Hitler, Idi Amin, Saddam Hussein).
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10. All wicked men's pains and contrivance which they use to escape hell, while they 

continue to reject Christ, and so remain wicked men, do not secure them from hell one 

moment. Almost every natural man that hears of hell, flatters himself that he shall escape it; he 

depends upon himself for his own security; he flatters himself in what he has done, in what he 

is now doing, or what he intends to do. Every one lays out matters in his own mind how he 

shall avoid damnation, and flatters himself that he contrives well for himself, and that his 

schemes will not fail. They hear indeed that there are but few saved, and that the greater part 

of men that have died heretofore are gone to hell; but each one imagines that he lays out 

matters better for his own escape than others have done. He does not intend to come to that 

place of torment; he says within himself, that he intends to take effectual care, and to order 

matters so for himself as not to fail.

     What are some common “contrivances” people use to try to work their way into 
Heaven?  List the ones you can think of below.
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