
     Listen also to the words of our Lord to the woman of Samaria: "Whosoever drinketh of 
this water shall thirst again: but whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall 
never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up 
into everlasting life." O my brothers, God does not play at saving men; first doing the work, 
and then undoing it. If he saves you, you are saved. "He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved." There is the gospel which we are sent to preach to you; so that, when once converted, 
truly converted, you will say, "What have I any more to do with idols?"

Look up some other Bible verses where “living water” is mentioned.  What did 
Jesus mean when he told the woman of Samaria that whoever should drink of the 
water He gives should never thirst?
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     Perhaps someone asks, "Ay, but do not some professors go back, and do you say that, if 
men, after making a profession of religion, live in sin, they shall be saved?" Certainly we say 
nothing of the kind; we say, on the contrary, that if truly converted they will not live in sin, 
but if the work of grace be wrought in them, they will be kept from sin; or if they shall, 
through sudden temptation, fall, they shall be speedily restored; weeping and sighing, they 
shall be brought back again to the good way. We never said that men could live in sin, and yet 
go to heaven. That were damnable talk, not fit for a Christian to utter; but he who is truly 
saved is saved once for all, and he can say, "What have I any more to do with idols?" 
Throughout the rest of his life he will have done with them, he will have quitted them. He will 
burn his boats behind him, never to go back to the country which he has quitted once for all. 
This is a salvation worth having; wherefore, I pray you, believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
be a partaker of it.

What Spurgeon is saying here is two things - first, that once saved, you cannot lose 
your salvation because you sin again; and second, that if you are truly saved and 
walking close to the Lord, God’s Holy Spirit will make you so uncomfortable 
through conviction when you do sin, that you will repent from your wickedness and 
turn back to a life that is pleasing to God.  Has there ever been a time in your life 
when you were so broken over your sin that you felt the immediate need to turn 
from it and repent?  This is the Holy Spirit convicting you.  Describe what this 
conviction felt like.

19



     Yet once more, notice that this is a very thorough change: "What have I to do any more with 
idols?" O you who have done with idols, remember that you have also done with the idol 
temples, you have done with the false priests, you have done with the so-called "sacred thread" 
and other idolatrous tokens; you have done with everything appertaining to idolatry! You who 
once were drunkards have done for ever with the public-house and the drunkard's cup. You 
who once were lascivious, if the grace of God has changed you, what have you to do with 
fornication, what have you to do with any kind of uncleanness? You who were aforetime 
dishonest, if the grace of God has changed you, what have you to do with the tricks of the 
trade? What have you to do with fraudulent bankruptcies? What have you to do with cheating 
and lying? Let each true believer cry, "What have I to do any more with idols?" Begone, sin 
and Satan, bag and baggage! What has a man, who is bought with the blood of Christ, to do 
any more with idols? He quits them once for all, by God's good grace.

What “idols” have you forsaken?  How has forsaking them made a difference for 
the Lord in your life?
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